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certain instructions, tending to prevent them from
openly counteracting their colleagues in a policy
which is feared, or which seems necessary. With
the aid of the intrigues and proximity of Russia,
Constantinople is, on that very account, the point
where the spirit of strife has heaped up the greatest
amount of inflammable and explosive materials. A
rather hasty word causes the fleets and armies of
Christendom to converge there. A military tune,
beaten with the finger-ends upon the ministerial
window-panes in Downing Street, reproduces itself
in cannon-shot on the shores of the Bosphorus.

Notwithstanding these truths, which are known
to all the Courts, the old system still prevails.
England and Austria alone seem to have understood,
that when the fittest man has been found for a post
he should be left in it as long as possible, so that
the experience which he has obtained of the affairs
of the country may not be lost to everybody when
he changes his residence. It is certain that the act
of accrediting an ambassador to a court does not of
itself necessarily imply a friendly understanding or
conformity of political views ; but our observations
upon the spirit which, with a few honourable ex-
ceptions, animates the diplomatic body at Con-
stantinople, however novel they may appear to the
antagonists of the Porte, are none the less borne out